
From 1914 issues of the missions magazine.  
I’m taking the opportunity to check if Rev. Fles may have gone to the major prophecy conference  
in Chicago or was it covered in any way then?  See the main biography for sources.  
Pages 1454 – 1457 of 2596  have a lot of text in them, they mention Moody and William Borden.  
This location in The Heidenwereld is towards the end of their February, 1914 issue.   
It came after Fles’s comment section, see below.  
 

 
 

 
   Lauwmaand was over het geheel zacht. bijna lenteweer.  

Gods goedertlerenheden zijn groot. Ook aan het oude Volk  

werd in liefde gedacht. U allen onze hartelijke dank,  

milde gevers. De God Israels gedenke ook uwer ten goode. 



 

January was mild overall, almost like spring weather. 

God's mercies are great. The old people were also remembered with love. 

Our heartfelt thanks to all of you, generous donors. May the God of Israel  

remember you also for good. 

Pella, Iowa. J. I. Fles. 
 
 

 
I recognize at least one of the supporters’ names, Mr. T. Terpstra of Lansing, Illinois was a relative of his.  
An overview said, “The Terpstra family has deep roots in the Lansing area, with some members having 
connections to local institutions like the Lansing Christian School and Illiana Christian High School.” 
There is a Lansing Historical Society website.  
 

(Vervolg van bl. 2 van den omslag) 

betwelk deze menschen door hunnen godsdienst  

meenden to bezitten, slechts duisternis was. 

  Deze beschouwingen hadden grooten invloed  

op den geest van William Borden. Duldelijker  

https://www.lansinghistoricalsociety.org/


went voor hem bet woord: “ik ben de 

Weg. de Waarheld en bet Leven: niemand 

komt tot den Vader dan door Mij." alsook 

waarom de Zaligmaker der wereld na Zijn opstanding  

Zijnen discipelen bevolen had Zijne 

getuigen to zijn en het Evangelie te brengen 

aan alle schepselen. 

 

  Van nu aan was William Borden sterker 

dan oolt overtuied dat alle menschen de kennis  

behoeven van Hem, Die gezerd heeft: "Ik 

ben het Licht der wereld: wie Mij volgt, zal in 

de duisternis niet wandelen. maar tal het licht 

des levens hebben." Van nu ann achtte his het 

zijne roeping het zendingsbevel van zijn Heer 

en Verlosser te geboorzamen on zijn leven te 

wijden aan de verkondiging van het Evangelie 

in de landen, welke nog.niet waren bezocht 

door de herauten van den komenden Koning. 

Dit was geen overhaaste beslissing. want reeds 

lang te voren was deze gedachte een orderwerp  

zijner overdenking De bealissende stoot om 

 
(Continued from page 2 of the cover)  [So this was all reprinted from something?] 
what these people thought they possessed  
through their religion was merely darkness. 
These considerations had a great influence 
on William Borden's mind. The words became clearer to him:  
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one 
comes to the Father except through Me," as well as 
why the Savior of the world, after His resurrection, 
had commanded His disciples to be His witnesses  
and to bring the Gospel to all creatures. 
 
From now on, William Borden was more convinced than ever that all people need the knowledge of Him 
who said: "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life." From now on, he considered it his calling to obey the missionary command of his Lord and 
Savior and to dedicate his life to the proclamation of the Gospel in the lands that had not yet been 
visited by the heralds of the coming King. 
This was not a hasty decision, for this thought had long been a subject of his contemplation.  
The decisive ... 
 



 
Zendeling te zijn, had plaats 8 werken nadat   

hij in aanraking kwam met de heidenwereld.  

In alles is op te merken de vrucht  van het gedurig  

gebed van moeder en zoon, dat Gods heilige  

wil mocht worden uitgewerkt in zijn leven.  

  Tijdens zijn rels om de wereld, kwam W [illiam] 

Borden te Londen, alwaar toen een uitstekend  

Amerikaansch Evangelist Dr. Torrey, in de  

kracht de Heilegen Geestes Zorgalooze christenen  

wie God not niet kenden, opriep de kennis  

van Zijnen Naam.  

  Op zekeren avond hoorde William Borden  

dezen Evangelist prediken over den doop dejongen  

man zich vrijwillig en verheugd over aan ...  
 
impetus to become a missionary took place eight weeks after he came into contact with  
the pagan world. In everything, the fruit of the continuous prayer of mother and son can be seen,  
that God's holy will might be worked out in his life. 
  During his trip around the world, William Borden came to London, where an excellent American 
evangelist, Dr. Torrey, was then, in the power of the Holy Spirit, calling careless Christians and  
those who did not yet know God to the knowledge of His Name. One evening, William Borden heard  
this evangelist preaching about baptism, and the young man willingly and joyfully submitted to it ... 
  
William Borden, with soul, spirit, and body, consecrated himself  
to be "a holy and living sacrifice, pleasing to God." He rededicated  
himself with all the powers of his mind and body to the service of Christ.  
He decided to give up everything that could in any way seem to stand  
in the way of God's full control in his life. From that time on,  
it was his only desire and habit to dedicate everything in his life to the  
perfect example of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  Upon his return to the United States, William Borden went to Yale University. 



He studied there with extraordinary diligence, but was never too busy to help  
and advise others. As he grew in age, he increased in grace. He combined  
remarkable intellectual gifts with an attractive character and charming manners,  
and this made him loved and respected by everyone. For his rare gifts from God,  
which are often misused, were here used for God's glory and the well-being  
of his fellow man. William Borden's serious view of his Christianity, his faith and love,  
his generosity, humility, moral courage, and prayerfulness, enabled him to support  
many of his fellow students in their Christian walk. 
  Many of them wrote to his mother about the positive influence her son had  
had on them and how his manly simplicity, strong faith, unwavering loyalty to Christ,  
and tireless diligence in doing good had left a lasting impression on them, 
 that the power of the Lord Jesus Christ alone can make it so useful in their generation.  
Those who knew him very well testify that his presence brought the word of the Lord  
to their remembrance: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they ... 
 
END OF FIRST COLUMN  
Their formatting like this is too tricky; I’m not sure how much OCR transcribing  
and translating I can do!  There are several more pages of it!   
 
 
Other sources offer different descriptions of the 1914 Prophecy Conference.   

 
I might continue checking to confirm that Rev. Fles did not attend it.  
That was my impression; however the formatting of his monthly column seems to have changed?  
 



 

 
The column said (similarly, in February through March);  



“... turned away. I will be to Israel as the dew; he shall blossom as the lily,  
and he shall spread out his roots like Lebanon. Hosea 14:4, 5.  
And all this will take place when they see Him. 
Whom they have pierced, and they will mourn over Him  
and lament as over an only son, and they will weep with bitter sorrow as over the firstborn.  
Zechariah 12. 
So far the conversion and guidance of the Lord  
with Rev. Elias Newman, written by himself in The Glory of Israel.  
Reader, God's ways are wonderful. Many came from our 
old homeland to America to find freedom of religion and an honest living. 
And how many found not only that, but what 
is much more important: their eternal salvation, the redemption 
from sin and Satan.  
And shall we then withhold the Gospel from the Jews?  
Would that be pleasing to our Savior? You are right: No. 
Well then, pray and work until Israel's redemption comes.” 
 
and “INTEREST IN PALESTINE. The Palestine Committee in Odessa has recently announced that  
during the year 1912 two thousand two hundred Jewish emigrants from Russia traveled to Palestine: 
three-fifths of this number were men. An association has been founded in Vilnius with the aim of 
establishing plantations in Palestine. Each member must promise to raise 5,000 rubles within a  
period of two years.” 
 
And as for the rest of that year’s decisive events, the same thing applies.  
The Great War was called a Holy war by historian Philip Jenkins in his 2014 book,  
which argued that the conflict was actually deeply religious. 


