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The heroic struggle of the people of Azad Kash-
mir has reached a decisive phase. For weeks, the 
mass protests have faced murderous repression by 
the armed forces. When the authorities banned 
the Joint Awami Action Committee as a terrorist 
organisation, the movement paralysed the econ-
omy for days, and support for the popular revolt 
has continued to grow. Now, the movement must 
advance or be forced to retreat.

The battle lines are drawn. On one side stand 
the masses of Azad Kashmir; on the other, the 
powerful military regime of Asim Munir. If the 
struggle does not go forward, the Munir regime 
will drown it in blood! Make no mistake: the 

negotiations between the JAAC and the authori-
ties are a trap. These talks only buy the military 
more time to prepare to crush the movement. To 
avoid defeat, the movement must extend an appeal 
to the rest of the country: open up a second front. 
Unite all the forces of the oppressed and exploited 
across Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa; hundreds of millions of people are 
suffering poverty and injustice under Munir’s dic-
tatorship. Now is the time to mobilise a campaign 
of opposition to the hated Islamabad regime. 

The demands of the movement—for an end 
to extortionate prices for electricity and subsi-
dised wheat flour—require a struggle against the 
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From Azad Kashmir to Islamabad

Down with the Munir regime!
Down with the IMF!
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government and the imperialist loan sharks of the 
IMF, which is strangling Pakistan’s economy. The 
Pakistan military, under Trump’s favourite field 
marshal, Asim Munir, as well as the Zardari-
Sharif government, are tools of the imperialist 
bloodsuckers and enemies of the people. Cancel 
Pakistan’s debt to the imperialists!

The Kashmiri nation is partitioned and sub-
jugated by both Pakistan and India. Contrary to 
Pakistan’s claim that Azad Kashmir is governed 
autonomously, its parliament reserves a number of 
seats, supposedly for “refugees” from Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir. The movement vehemently opposes 
this system, which allows Islamabad to exert polit-
ical control. The Kashmiri nation must be freed 
from both India and Pakistan. For a united, inde-
pendent Kashmir!

Among the left forces active on the ground, sup-
porters of the Revolutionary Communist Interna-
tional argue that the JAAC should take power. This 

is a recipe for defeat. Without a doubt, the JAAC 
has mass support and the protests have escalated 
in the face of state repression. But Azad Kashmir 
represents under 2% of Pakistan’s population, and 
the military regime rules the country with an iron 
hand. Islamabad has dispatched thousands-strong 
federal armed forces to the area, which is already 
heavily militarised around the Line of Control, the 
border with India. The federal government has pre-
viously shut down internet access and closed the 
region’s main roads, isolating it from the rest of the 
country. A direct attempt to seize power in these 
conditions can only lead to a catastrophic defeat.

The need of the hour is for mass mobilisations 
across the country, linking the struggle in Azad 
Kashmir with the broadest possible mobilisation 
of Pakistan’s working masses to undermine the 
power of the army from within and bring down 
the hated regime. Only then can there be any talk 
of the masses seizing power. n
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the White House, Gandhi is trying to figure out how best to 

navigate Congress out of this bind.
The problem with Congress is that it has a thoroughly

pro-imperialist stance. It is completely bankrupt in terms 

of having any answers to the questions facing the country. 

India has seen decades of Congress rule; its abject failure 

to develop the country prompted broad layers of society to 

turn to Modi. The possibility is not ruled out that, facing 

devastation, the masses could bring Congress back to power 

to protest Modi’s strategy, or even that Congress could pivot 

left under pressure. But Congress has absolutely zero strat-

egy for steering India in the new world order. Such a sce-

nario could well be the final nail in its coffin.
The Anti-Imperialism of  the Communist PartiesThe mainstream Stalinist parties—Communist Party of 

India (Marxist) (CPI[M]) and Communist Party of India 

(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation—are calling out Modi’s 

embrace of U.S. imperialism. At its recently held 24th party 

congress on 2 April, longstanding CPI(M) leader Prakash 

Karat raged about Trump: “The repercussions for our country are going to be severe. 

The Modi government is already surrendering India’s vital 

interests…. This is the time for the CPI(M) and the Left to 

actively develop anti-imperialist struggles and expose the 

pro-imperialist policies of the Modi government.”

Similarly, Liberation writes that “at stake is not just India’s 

national pride as a sovereign country which attained inde-

pendence through protracted anti-colonial resistance, but 

also India’s vital economic interests and strategic autonomy 

to pursue domestic and foreign policies needed for India’s 

own development” (ML Update, 11 March).
The talk of anti-imperialist struggle is certainly refreshing. 

Yet, these “anti-imperialists” are in an anti-Modi political bloc 

with the pro-imperialist Congress! Such anti-imperialism is 
as it will never go against the Indian bourgeoisie which is 

tied to the hip of imperialist finance capital. Through the 

alliance with Congress, not only can they not wage an anti-

imperialist struggle, but they are undermining the struggle 

against Modi by subordinating it to the liberal representatives 

of the bourgeoisie.The failure of the Communist parties to organize a genu-

ine struggle against the Modi government is seen sharply in 

the Kashmir crisis. Following the Pahalgam attack, India has 

been in the throes of a national unity campaign whipped 

up with anti-Kashmir and anti-Pakistan bile and inevitably 

directed against Indian Muslims. In response, the CPI(M) has 

called to “curb divisive moves” while Liberation denounced 

“rising communal hatred and bigotry.” However, these par-

ties refuse to stand for the self-determination of Kashmir!

For Indian Communists to refuse to fight for Kashmir’s free-

dom is to concede to the very Hindu chauvinism they claim 

to oppose. After all, it is obvious that the national oppression 

APRIL 26—Pahalgam is the latest in a long list of atroc-

ities to occur on the soil of Indian-occupied Kashmir. 

Carried out by The Resistance Front (TRF), a Kashmiri 

separatist group, the attack claimed the lives of 26 tour-

ists, making it the deadliest non-military event in the 

conflict since 2000. Within hours, tensions between India 

and Pakistan escalated sharply. India blamed Pakistan for 

“terrorism” and downgraded diplomatic ties. It also halted 

the water-sharing Indus Waters Treaty, a provocation that 

Pakistan declared an “act of war.” Pakistan retaliated by 

suspending the Simla Agreement, a peace treaty between 

the two nuclear-armed countries. Their armies have even 

exchanged fire.Meanwhile, anti-Muslim sentiment in India is rising 

ever higher, and nationalist demagoguery has exploded on 

both sides. With Modi roaring that India will pursue the 

attackers to “the ends of the earth,” the military wants to 

apply Israel’s playbook on Gaza to Kashmir. As we go to 

press, the region stands on a knife’s edge. Pahalgam is a 

glaring example of the South Asian powder keg. 

Behind the grandstanding of both countries, what is lost 

is the question of Kashmir itself. Carved up between India 

and Pakistan during Partition, both countries claim Kash-

mir; it has been at the heart of tensions and wars between 

the two since 1947. Yet Kashmir belongs to no other than 

the Kashmiri people who have been struggling against 

their national oppression since Partition. The most ele-

mentary duty of any revolutionary in the subcontinent is 

to champion the democratic struggle of the Kashmiri peo-

ple against their national oppression and demand: Free-

dom for Kashmir! For the right of self-determination 

for all of Kashmir!The Hindu-supremacist Indian state calls the struggle 

for Kashmir “terrorism” in order to impose draconian 

measures on the region (such as the Unlawful Activities 

[Prevention] Act, or UAPA), justify its forcible occupa-

tion, crush the fighting spirit of the Kashmiris and whip 

up anti-Muslim sentiment among India’s Hindu major-
and to foster divisions between the two populations. 

Pahalgam is a direct outgrowth of these dynamics: the 

TRF was founded in 2019 with the explicit aim of fighting 

for secession as a response to the government’s stripping 

Kashmir of its special status, further subjugating it to the 

Azadi!

Freedom for Kashmir! 
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South Asia is home to a quarter of humanity, immense pov-
erty and explosive contradictions that threaten to turn into eth-
nic and religious carnage even under normal circumstances. 
Now, as U.S. imperialism turns the screws, the instability and 
shocks underway will turn South Asia into a veritable powder 
keg. Where more than a billion live from hand to mouth, the 
masses in South Asia literally cannot afford more assaults on 
their livelihoods. To avoid being crushed, they will have little 
choice but to rise up in revolt—as seen in the recent uprising 
in Bangladesh that led to the ouster of Sheikh Hasina, or the 
Aragalaya in Sri Lanka that sent the Rajapaksa dynasty fleeing.

As far as we are concerned, the question is not if the 
South Asian powder keg will detonate, but when, how, and 
to whose detriment: will it be the corrupt ruling classes who 
emerge weaker, or the masses? In the face of such a prog-
nosis, the task of revolutionaries is to provide a perspective 
that will prepare the working class in the subcontinent to 
emerge as an independent political factor that can change 
the balance of forces in its own favor. Key to such an aim 
is to unite the masses—a basic yet momentous task given 
the national, religious, ethnic and caste-based antagonisms 
that characterize South Asia. These deepgoing divisions can 

only be overcome through an opposition to U.S. imperial-
ism and the ruling classes that are now pivoting toward the 
West either willingly, such as in India, or under pressure 
from financial strangulation, like Sri Lanka. 

“MAGA + MIGA” = MEGA 
Disaster in Modi’s India

Modi was one of the first world leaders to visit the Trump 
White House. During a press briefing, he announced that 
“when America and India work together, this MAGA [Make 
America Great Again] plus MIGA [Make India Great Again] 
becomes a mega partnership for prosperity.” In other words, 
MAGA plus MIGA, equals MEGA! This clear shift toward the 
U.S. in India’s foreign policy caught many by surprise, owing to 
India’s longstanding approach of “non-” or “multi-” alignment. 

S. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister, articulates the 
logic behind the MAGA/MIGA view more clearly: “We 
see a president and an administration moving toward multi-
polarity, and that is something which suits India.” But this 
raises more questions than it answers. Trump has threatened 
26 percent tariffs on “tariff king” India, which will likely 
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Clockwise from top left—Karachi: Mass rally for Imran Khan, 10 April. Kolkata protest against anti-Muslim Waqf 
Bill, 4 April. Dhaka: Uprising against Sheikh Hasina, August 2024. Colombo: April 2022 uprising against Rajapaksa. 

by Mansa Kaur

Sabir Mazhar/Anadolu; Samir Jana/Hindustan Times; Zabed Hasnain Chowdhury/NurPhoto; Tharaka Basnayaka/NurPhotoSabir Mazhar/Anadolu; Samir Jana/Hindustan Times; Zabed Hasnain Chowdhury/NurPhoto; Tharaka Basnayaka/NurPhoto

Powder KegPowder KegSouth Asian

ESp-70-p33-South-Asia.indd   33 5/7/25   12:16 PM

U.S.
IMPERIALISM

TURNS 
THE
SCREWS

NUMBER 70

MAY 2025

ENGLISH EDITION

spartacist.org/en/70

A$4 | £3 | CDN$4 | €3 | R3 | US$3 

Also in this issue: Palestine • South Asia • China • Ireland • and more

ESP-70-p01-cover.indd   1

5/7/25   12:12 PM

What is holding back progress for women in the poorer 
nations? In many countries there have been important peri-
ods of progress bringing women into the public sphere and 
integrating them into society. At the same time, all manner 
of backward precapitalist practices against women persist 
and often, decades of progress are reversed in the span of 
a few years.

In Afghanistan, the Soviet- allied People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) regime enacted radical social 
reforms, but in so doing, fueled an Islamist backlash that rode to power with the backing of the U.S. Later, when the U.S. bombed Afghan-istan in 2001, it installed the Karzai puppet regime which enacted some pro- women mea-sures, but the Taliban rallied its forces in opposition to imperialism. Now in power, it has forced women back into the home. In Iran, after a period of social moderniza-tion where women’s rights were advanced, the coming to power of the mullahs in 1979 threw them back, forcing women under the veil. India is home to one of the largest pools of women in work and education, an objectively good thing, yet they live under an openly Hindu- chauvinist regime that upholds traditional conservative family values and resents the notion of women becoming independent. In Argentina, despite strong feminist movements in the last period, today women are confronting 

devastating attacks by Milei including on abortion rights. There are countless other examples that show this dynamic 
of advance and reversal time and time again. Why does prog-
ress hit this limit? How do we break out of this dynamic and 
chart a course to take women’s struggles forward? These are 
decisive questions. We present this article as a contribution (continued on page 39)
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Above: Women protest privatization of state-run oil company 
PEMEX, Mexico City, 2008. Placards read “PEMEX is not for 
sale! Our country must be defended!” Below: Protest against 
U.S. bases in the Philippines, Manila, March 2024.
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