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N W H I T E  F A N G  b y  J A C K  L O N D O N  (1876-1916)

When  White  Fang  is  b ir thed  in  a  cave  to  a  wolf  s i re  and  a  wolf /dog  halfbreed 
dam,  he  is  heir  to  two  t rad i t ions .  At  f ir s t  he  is  conten t  to  explore  and  learn 
laws  of  the  Wild .  But  then  h is  mother  is  caught  and  held  by old  memories  of  a 
pas t  re la t ionsh ip  with  Man,  and  White  Fang  fo l lows  her  in to  service  wi th  the 
Ind ians .  Life  among  s led  dogs  is  hard ly  less  cruel  and  dangerous  than  l iving 
in  the  Wild ,  bu t  b ru ta l i ty  no tches  upward  when  h is  d runken  master  se l ls  h im 
to  a  nas ty,  twis ted  hanger-on  a t  a  r ivers ide  town  of  whi te  men.  He  is  s t r ipped 
of  everyth ing  sof t  and  gent le  when  forced  to  f igh t  to  the  death  for  a  crowd  of 
bet tors .  

Taming  th is  savage  sp ir i t  and  recla iming  the  nobi l i ty  wi th in  looks  imposs ib le . 
For tunate ly,  and  hear t -warmingly,  a  man  arr ives  in  White  Fang 's  l i fe  to  t ry.

"White  Fang"  is  o f ten  cal led  the  mir ror  image  of  Jack  London 's  "The  Cal l  o f 
the  Wild"  in  which  a  dog fo l lows the  reverse  arc  from tame  to  f ree .  
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